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[ Pubblicazione sottoposta a doppio referaggio anonimo ]

Post-unification Italy experienced a series of economic, social, and
political changes that deeply influenced the country’s entrepreneurial
development. However, the absence of reliable data makes it challenging
to form a precise picture of this process.

Thisbook exploresthe role oftrade creditin sustainingindustrial
growth, analysing 1,745 bankruptcy procedures recorded in the “Giornale
dell’Unione Commercianti in Manifatture di Milano” between 1898 and
1901. Through the examination of financial data, the research recon-structs
patterns of creditallocation acrossdifferentregions, providing new
insights into the interaction between economic conditions and commercial
practices. By adopting an interdisciplinary perspective that combines
accounting history and economic history, this work contributes to ongoing
debates on the use of financial data in historical research. It also highlights
the significance of non-traditional sources in reconstructing business
dynamics in periods of limited statistical coverage.

Aimed at scholars and researchers in accounting history and economic
history, this monograph offers a detailed case study of the textile sector’s
financial structure, while also proposing new research avenues in the field
of bankruptcy and credit networks in historical contexts.
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